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The mark of a L,oodlcsoamhm \-.ashmglon l’o,t reporter who,

is . imaginative use of unusual

- sources 5 of mlonn ilion,

TRon’ Kley, a'rescarch associale

“at  the Maine. State Museum,

turned to one of the nmost unusual
recently when he neseded a satel-

lite: photo ol the northeastern Unil-,

ed States for a museum exhibit.

. He, wrote to the space agency,
the Air Force and the National
Weathor Service, but came up
emply- -hended. Only the Weather
Service had. ever been \uy inter-
csted in’ satellite pnoto aphs of
concLrn  was

~But Mr. Kley is a stubborn man,

.and: it occurred to him to turn to
“the only people who were surely

interested. in nice, clear satellite
pictures of the United States.

Kley mote ’\Toscow as]\mo f(n
help, and he was plcasantly sur-
prised. The Russians replied that
they had the best known satellite
picture of the northeastern United
States in  existence, and thay

would be glad to sehd }n'n a copy

for C\Iu') .

Kley got the money tomthel cmd
.bought the pheto — a composite of
several pres lmch) taken by the
Soviet Union’s carth- cn clmg LSpy
satelhtes

3

- His success ‘recalls that of a

‘

.
.

several years ago, was tumv to
find ot . the numbeor of pu\ons
working for the American Central

Intelligeirce Agency. He inquired

at the CTA, but was told the figure
was classified information,

Ak ¢ the -Maine museum
‘résearcher, it.aéchrred to him that
such nnurmdtilﬁv would certainly
be of cone cm to the 1\1\01) in Mos-,
cow. - :

So the repori‘er wa]kcd the cou-
pie of  Dblocks, “the Russinn
cmbassy in "'\bhm'r[on and
politely asked if sonicone could
tell him how many pﬂor)lg \wl]\ed
for the CIA.

The Russions _laughod, but
promised to call'Moscow.

- A few hours later they called the
Post and gave the Teporter the
information. When his story
appﬂ(ucd, it attributed the figures
on the size of the American intelli-
gence agency to informed sources

in the Soviet embassy, and noted’
¥

that the (,T; refused to confirm or
dcny t 1k accuracy:.

We can imagine the Soviet intel-
ligence - experts chuckling with'
glee over their vodka- about. baoth,
these indidents, Somehow it’s: nice,
-to know that the inscrutable Ivans’
always spying on us have a sense,
of humor,- o
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